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BILL:  And welcome into another week of Ag Talk programs. This is Bill Rice along with Ed Lentz. Ed good 
morning to you. Today we are going to talk about how the court has stepped in and banned dicamba 
products for Xtend soybeans. 

ED:  This came about the end of last week Bill. It was a real surprise for the ag industry in general 
because we are already in the motion of making decisions for this year’s crop and to have a court 
decision to come in the middle of the game is really disconcerting as far as what we plan to do 
particularly if you have already bought these products or planned to use them. This was as decision by 
the US 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, that’s basically the court on the western part of the US. They 
basically came out and said they are going to ban the use of XtendiMax, Engenia, and FeXapan 
herbicides. And these are the herbicides labeled for Xtend soybeans. And for audience who may not 
know, Xtend soybeans are basically genetically developed beans that are resistant to the dicamba 
chemistry. Most beans dicamba is going to be harmful to them and these have resistance that allows it 
to go after some difficult weeds in a post application that we couldn’t get otherwise. Now interestingly 
there’s a fourth herbicide out there that can be sprayed on Xtend soybeans and that’s Tavium and it’s 
mixture of dicamba chemistry and also metolachlor. It’s not included in the ban because it was labeled 
later and when all this court action started it wasn’t on the market so it’s not included with this decision. 
And so it just kind of muddles everything out there. The Department of Agriculture for Ohio and other 
states are all scrambling. What does this mean, is EPA going to appeal it, is the group that started going 
to appeal it? So for right now ODA has said they are going to allow it to happen is that any producer or 
retailer who has this product in possession before or on June 3, and that’s when the courts decision 
came down, they can still use it but you can’t additional or if you didn’t have it bought you can’t get it. 
There’s going to be a lot of legal details still to be worked out on this, Bill, cause like I said, it’s a very 
controversial decision particularly to come in the middle of the cropping year. Some farmers may have 
already made a plan that they got some difficult weeds and that’s why they have already bought the 
genetics and already bought the herbicide. These dicamba products works very well post on things that 
others we don’t have control methods such as marestail, giant ragweed, and waterhemp. And for them 
to all of a sudden to not be able to use them it’s not like they have an easy alternative. There’s a lot of 
financial cost that could come in play here. So we are going to hear more about this in the future but it is 
the big news in the agriculture industry today. 

BILL:  Thank you Ed. For Ag Talk this is Bill Rice along with Ed Lentz. Good morning to you. 

Ed:  Good morning. 


